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Sermon Reflection

Matthew 22:15-22

The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent their disciples to
him, along with the Herodians, saying, “T'eacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of
God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with
partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus,
aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin
used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and
whose title?” They answered, “The emperor's.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the
emperor the things that are the emperor's, and to God the things that are God's.” When they heard

this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away.
Reflection Questions
Where and how do you experience God’s presence?
What does your presence bring to others?
What is a good balance between what you give away and what you retain for yourself?
Notable Quotes

Albert Einstein

“Never lose a holy curiosity.”



Anne Lamott
“The thing about light is that it really isn't yours; it's what you gather and shine back. And it gets
more power from reflectiveness; if you sit still and take it in, it fills your cup, and then you can give

it off yourself.”

Mary Oliver

“There are things you can't reach. But

you can reach out to them, and all day long.

The wind, the bird flying away. The idea of God.

And it can keep you as busy as anything else, and happier.”

Dag Hammarskjold
“God does not die when we cease to believe in a personal deity, but we die on the day when our lives
cease to be illuminated by the steady radiance, renewed daily, of a wonder, the source of which is

beyond all reason.”

Meister Eckhart
“Apprehend God in all things, for God is in all things. Every single creature is full of God and a
book about God. Every creature is a word of God. If I spent enough time with the tiniest creature--

even a caterpillar--I would never have to prepare a sermon. So full of God is every creature.”

C.S. Lewis
“It was when I was happiest that I longed most... The sweetest thing in all my life has been the

longing...to find the place where all the beauty came from.”



